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him, and he will release your souls."   But also with
fatherly speech he incited those standing near, priests
and deacons and men of lower rank, trained to God's
service, saying: aMen and brethren, be of stout heart,
and fear not them who kill the body, since they are not
able to slay the soul,1 which continues without end;
but rejoice in the Lord, and fasten to God the anchor
of your hope.  For straightway he shall render you the
reward of perpetual recompense, and shall give you an
abode in his heavenly palace with the angels who
dwell on high.  Do not enslave yourselves to the empty
pleasures of this world; be not seduced by the vain
flatteries of the Gentiles; but endure firmly here the
sudden moment of death, that ye may be able to reign
with Christ for all time."   While with such exhorta-
tion of doctrine he was kindly inciting the disciples to
the crown of martyrdom, quickly the mad tumult of
pagans rushed in upon them with swords and all the
equipment of war, and stained the saints1 bodies with
propitious gore.

Having worked their will on the mortal ilesh of the
just, the exultant throng of heathens at once seized the
spoils of victory, the fruit of their damnation, and,
wasting the camp, shared and plundered the booty.
But also they stole the chests, in which were many
volumes of books, and the boxes of relics; and, be-
lieving themselves enriched by a great abundance of
gold and silver, carried away the cases, locked as they
were, to the ships. Now in the ships was the daily
1 Matthew, x, 28,